Our Lord was a master story-teller. Even though the circumstances set forth in his stories are so different from the world in which we live, we still sense that they are addressing something important. This is especially true of the story about the ten virgins. The setting for
the story is that of an Eastern wedding. The ten young women would be somewhat similar to brides-maids in our weddings. When the bridegroom came to take his bride from her father's house to his house, they would joyfully accompany the bride, and would be included in the celebration that would follow. An Eastern wedding was not a private affair; it involved the whole community and would go on for most of a week. It was a special honor to be such an attendant for the bride. So we know that it is for our benefit that He delays. It is to extend the opportunity for salvation. He does not want anyone to be caught unprepared and unsaved like the five foolish girls in the story. But there is a limit to the delay. The "midnight cry" will announce the end. It is of interest that in the parable all of the virgins were slumbering. It was late at night-the midnight hour. The body was weary from the wait, and the needs of the body had taken control. But you will notice that no blame seems to be implied for being drowsy.
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